
Gypsy, Roma Traveller Health Inequalities

Infographic produced by Insight & Analytics  - May 2022. Data taken from ‘Gypsy Roma Traveller Health Needs Assessment’. Data is national unless otherwise stated.

4000+

Gypsies and Travellers estimated to be 
residing in Norfolk.

Barriers to Service Provision

Barriers can be categorised into two groups

Service Provider Factors* Community Factors*
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Cultural Norms
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& mental health(e.g. missed invites to health checks, 

immunisations and appointments) 

Fear & Mistrust 
of the System

The good relationship between existing Gypsy 
Roma Traveller services and the community 
should serve as the foundation for future work.

This should aim to better understand the needs 
and challenges faced by the community and 
identify the right interventions to improve 
health outcomes and tackle disparities in 
Norfolk *.

Core Principles

References: 1) EHRC (2017) ‘Gypsies and Travellers: simple solutions for living together’: https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/gypsies-and-travellers- simple-solutions-living-together. 2) Leeds 
Gate (2015) ‘Baseline Census’: https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/planning-policy/pdf/supportingDocuments/homes/Baseline-Census-Gypsy-Traveller-Communities.pdf . 3) Parry et al (2007) ‘Health 
status of Gypsies and Travellers in England’. J Epidemiol Community Health. 2007 Mar; 61(3): 198–204. 4) Parry et al (2007) Ibid. 5) University College Dublin (2010) ‘All Ireland Traveller Health Study: 
Our Geels’. https://www.ucd.ie/t4cms/AITHS_SUMMARY.pdf. * Covers Gypsy, Roma, Traveller and Boater communities (not show people). ** Covers Gypsy, Roma and Traveller (not boaters or show 
people. *** Covers Irish travellers.

Health Outcomes

Nationally, gypsies and travellers experience some of the worst outcomes of any group including poor 
health and significant health inequalities. Gypsies and Travellers compared to non-travellers:

Low Life 
Expectancy

Poor Mental 
Health

High Child 
Mortality

High Prevalence 
of Chronic Disease

Live 10-25 years 
fewer1,2,3**

20x more likely to 
experience child 

death3**

6x more likely to 
die by suicide4,5***

24% more likely to be 
affected by a long-
term condition4,5***

Spend longer in 
Poor Health

Live 6 less years in 
good health1,2,3**

This number varies seasonally.

The term Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities 
encompasses those identifying as Gypsy, Roma, Traveller, 

Boater and Show people. 


